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MPCL Women’s Club


The Middle Plantation Women’s Club kicked off the 2006-2007 season with a get-together on September 10 followed by a group meal preparation at Coastal Cooks in October.  





The Club’s next activity is a Holiday Exchange on Wednesday, December 6 at 7:00 pm.  Join the group for gift swapping and fun.  Attendees will be able to make a contribution to the Mary Buckley foundation in memory of Mary.  If you are new to the neighborhood and would like to join the club for this event and meet your neighbors, call Carol Piscitelli at 463-2699 for details.





Calendar of Events


General Membership Meeting


Place:  Kingston Elementary Multi-Purpose Room


date:	Tuesday, November 14


Time:    7:30 pm





WOMEN’S CLUB GIFT EXCHANGE


PLACE:  Kathy Good Residence


dATE:  Wednesday, December 6


tIME:  7:00 pm





WOMeN’S cLUB- tgif PARTY


Place:  tba


date:	Friday, December 8


Time:    7:30 pm





General Membership Meeting


Place:  Kingston Elementary Cafeteria


date:	Tuesday, February 13


Time:    7:30 pm





MPCL YEAR-END PARTY & MEETING


Place:  TBA


Date:   TBA


Time:    TBA
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MPCL 2006 Officers


President	Steve Lonning 	 @ 498 -7389


Vice-President	Marty Nopper	 @ 431-0265


Secretary	Jan Zalaskas	 @ 340-1455


Treasurer	Lewie Gayton	 @ 463-3678





Board of Directors


Bill Balzer	@ 486-4228


Mike Barbachem	@ 340-7532


Bernie Deneke	@ 631-1536


Rick Jakobowski	@ 463-7815


Margaret Vann	@ 498-9738


Sharon Welch	@ 306-1447





MPCL Committee Chairpersons


Architectural Review	Tim Good	@ 435-8024


Beautification	Sharon Welch	@ 306-1447


Communication	Margaret Vann	@ 498-9738


Social	Beth Ripa	@ 631-4898


Welcome	Jane Harrison	@ 631-4741





Entrance Sign Decorations





Jennifer Nopper, Marty Nopper and Kathy Good volunteered to decorate the entrance signs.  Please give them your thanks for the great job with the fall decorations and look for more in the future.





 


Volunteer Reading Tutors Needed





The City’s Department of Human Services is looking for volunteer reading tutors for its mental retardation programs.  Volunteers provide one on one reading instruction to adults diagnosed with mental retardation.  They work with clients on basic reading skills using simple software for one hour per week.





The department provides training and orientation for new volunteers.  Volunteers must be high school graduates 18 or older and must allow a criminal background check.





For more information, call 437-4991.  








From the President


Member Meeting November 14


The next member meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, November 14 at Kingston School in the Multi-Purpose Room (use the main entrance) at 7:30 pm.  All members are welcome to attend.





Veteran’s Day- November 11


Please join me in a big thank you to all our retired and active duty military residents.  Their many sacrifices are greatly appreciated.





2007 Dues Drive


Every December the Civic League starts its annual membership drive.  Membership forms will be sent to each resident asking them to join the Civic League for the 2007 season.  In 2006, 92% of the 436 paid dues to MPCL.  This means 36 residents did not support the League.  If you are a current member we thank you and ask for your support again in 2007.  If you are not a League member, please reconsider.





Why support the League?  Here’s a brief recap of what we do each year.  We maintain the landscaping and signs at the entrances.  We print the directory each year.  We print and distribute newsletters like this one on a regular basis.  We also support various    




















entrances.  We print the directory each year.  We print and distribute newsletters like this one on a regular basis.  We also support various children’s activities such as holiday parades and the spring egg hunt.  Our architectural review committee enforces the deed restrictions that help to maintain the appearance and character of our neighborhood.  All these activities con-tribute to making Middle Plantation one of the most desirable neighborhoods in the city and contribute to making our homes such valuable assets.





Please support your League in 2007.  		





Youth Employment Listing


As explained in the September newsletter, your League has begun a youth jobs listing service whereby our young people can indicate their interest in working for residents as baby-sitters, pet walkers and lawn mowers, etc.  The current list of workers and the jobs they are ready to perform is included on the insert page of this newsletter.  Please consider hiring our youth.





The list will be updated periodically so if you are interested in having your son or daughter added, just send the information along to me.  I can be reached by phone (498-7389) or email (stephenlonning1@cox.net).





Deed Restriction Notification


Another project announced in the September newsletter is now underway.  We have begun a program whereby, when a home goes on the market in Middle Plantation, the League will notify the homeowner and realtor of our deed restrictions.  The program was started because of reports by new owners that they were not made aware of these restrictions during their discussions with the previous owner or the realtor.  To date 16 letters have been sent to homeowners and realtors.  To keep the program going we need everyone to let us know when houses go on the market.  Please call your block captain or me when you first see a for sale sign.    								Steve Lonning





Streetlights


Now that it’s getting darker earlier and staying dark longer, it is important for everyone’s safety that all our streetlights are illuminated.  If you notice a light is out please call Dominion Virginia Power and report it at 1-888-667-3000.  Virginia Power crews usually respond within 3-5 business days.  If the problem is a burned out bulb the fix is handled quickly.  More complex issues such as problems with underground lines will take longer.  Remember, nothing will happen until someone calls.





 


Committee Reports  





Architectural Review Committee





The Architectural Review committee is responsible for maintaining the deed restrictions within Middle Plantation.  These restrictions are detailed in the front of the Middle Plantation directory and are also posted on our Website (www.middleplantation.org).  All homeowners planning to erect any additions, outlying structures or fences should review their plans with the committee before work begins.  This simple step will eliminate potential problems and avoid the need for major rework.  





We also see boats and unregistered cars in the neighborhood.  Remember, parking of boats is not permitted in the neighborhood.  If you bring your boat home for end of season cleaning, please do the work 











Promptly and put the boat in storage.  Also, please 


note that all cars parked in view of the street or your neighbors must have a current state registration.  





Please call me with any questions.   





Tim Good		435-8024





Communication/Block Security Committee





The Communications committee is responsible for publishing and distributing the annual directory.  This committee is the point of contact with the block captains who report any incidents occurring in their blocks.





In conjunction with the Women’s Club, the Communications Committee maintains a Welcome Committee to greet new residents.  If you have new neighbors or are a newcomer yourself, please call Jane Harrison, Women’s Club coordinator, (631-4741), or me to arrange a welcome.





		Margaret Vann 		498- 9738





  


Beautification Committee





The Beautification committee works with our landscaper and neighbor, Stuart Clarke, to maintain the landscaping at the entrances.   





       Sharon Welch		306-1447      





 


Social Committee





The Social committee organizes two neighborhood-wide parties/celebrations; the Halloween Parade and the Easter egg hunt.  This committee, in conjunction with the Women’s Club, plans the end of year party in May.  Please contact me if you are interested in volunteering to help with any of these events.





     Beth Ripa			631-4898				
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Are You a Good Neighbor?





At the September member meeting we had a very energetic discussion of issues within the neighborhood.  All these concerns can be viewed under the umbrella of are we being neighborly or thoughtful towards others.  Specific issues from the meeting as well as others received via email or telephone are grouped in these four areas:  dogs, noise, speeding and landscaping/clean-up.





	Dogs


There are frequent complaints of barking dogs, especially early in the morning and late at night.





Dog owners who fail to “Scoop the Poop” are another constant source of complaints.





Finally, several residents described being harassed by loose dogs while walking their own dogs.  Although frightened, they were not attacked.





City ordinances require dog owners to control barking, to clean up after their dogs and to prevent their dogs from running loose in the neighborhood.








Noise


There are complaints about excessive noise in the neighborhood.  In addition to barking dogs, some residents are bothered by contractors working early and late on the weekends as well as homeowners doing yard work (mowing and blowing) after dark.





We’ve also had complaints about firecrackers being set off late at night (not on traditional holidays). 





Please keep you neighbors in mind when scheduling contractors or working around your home and please keep your children from playing with fireworks.





Speeding


There are constant complaints about speeding in the neighborhood (with many of the complaints focused on the Stapleford Chase area).  Please watch your speed.   The complainants all make the point that speeders are more likely to be adults than teens.  We are working with the police to arrange for additional patrolling.  Please watch your speed.





Landscaping/Clean-up


Finally, we hear complaints about yard debris (from fallen limbs, etc.) not being picked up in yards and open space easement areas.  Others have complained about their neighbor’s landscaping invading their yards-- bushes and ground covers that spread into adjoining yards causing additional work for the invaded homeowner.





All of these items of concern can be alleviated if we all make a special effort to be good 


neighbors, to try to keep our fellow residents in mind as we work, drive and walk our dogs in Middle Plantation.
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