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Committee Reports  

Architectural Review Committee                                                

The Architectural Review Committee is responsible for 
maintaining the Deed Restrictions within Middle Plantation.

These Restrictions are detailed in the front of the Middle 

Plantation Directory and are also posted on our Website. 

All homeowners planning to erect any additions, outlying

structure’s (sheds, jungle gyms, doghouses, etc) or fences 
should review their plans with the Committee before work 
begins.  This simple step will eliminate potential problems 
and avoid the need for major rework.  This is a very thankless

job-let’s try to work within the guidelines so Joe doesn’t have

to remind you with a letter.  SINCE 7/13/08 A TOTAL OF EIGHT

VIOLATIONS HAVE BEEN REPORTED, FIVE BOATS, ONE 

LANDSCAPING/HOUSE NEGLECT, ONE TRAILER AND ONE 

COMMERCIAL VEHICLE.  LETTERS WERE TRANSMITTED

 TO FIVE OF THE VIOLATORS, ALL OF WHICH COMPLIED;

 THREE REPORTED VIOLATIONS COULD NOT BE SUBSTANTIA-

TED.  REGARDING ARC APPLICATIONS, TWO DETACHED 

GARAGES AND ONE SHED HAVE BEEN APPROVED.
Please call Joe Wharton @ 496-5599 with any questions.
Communications/Block Security/Dues Drive
The Communications Committee is responsible for the 

publishing and distribution of the annual Directory as well as 

the annual Dues Drive.  This Committee is also the point of 

contact for the Neighborhood Watch Program and the block 

captains who are required to report any incidents on their blocks.

Please call Nikki Kelsick @ 631-9676 with any questions.
Beautification Committee

The Beautification Committee works with our landscaper and 

neighbor, Stuart Clarke, to maintain the landscaping at the 

entrances.  Please pick up debris if you see it.  New winter foliage
has been planted and new shrubs for the corner of Glen Eden are 

in place.  Spring foliage will go in as soon as the weather warms up.  
Please call Sharon Welch @ 306-1447 with any questions.
Social Committee
The Social Committee organizes two neighbor parties/celebrations: 

 the ‘Halloween Parade’ and the ‘Easter Parade’.  This Committee,

 in conjunction with the Women’s Club, also plans the ‘End of the

 Year Party’ in May.  Please contact Beth Ripa if you are interested

 in helping with any of these functions and supplying ‘fresh ideas’ 

 to increase children’s attendance at these very fun events.
Please call Beth Ripa @ 631-4898 with any questions.

Welcoming Committee
In conjunction with the Women’s Club, the Welcoming Committee

greets new people to our neighborhood.  If you are interested in

helping or know of a new neighbor, please contact Jane Harrison. 

@ 631-4741 with any questions.
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	Member Meetings
As a Civic League, we are required to meet a specified amount of times each year as well as publish and distribute all minutes 
from those meetings to the members.  I try to make these meetings as informative as possible and I have even instituted a time 
at the end of each meeting to present any topic that the residents feel needs to be addressed.  I have also invited speakers from 
the community, including the VB Police Department, people associated with neighborhood enrichment projects and almost had some politicians come by to let us know their positions regarding where they stand on the issues.  Attendance is not mandatory but encouraged.  The last meeting, November 18 at Kingston Elementary at 7pm, had not one non-Board member show up.  
Thisis your chance to gripe, compliment (I am still waiting on this one) or ask questions of the people that represent your neigh-

borhood.  Our next meeting, February 10, 7pm at Kingston, is no different.  I have invited a special guest, Mr Richard 
Serpe, of the Lynnhaven River Now organization.  If you have any interest in what is going on with the Chesapeake Bay, 
please plan on attending as Mr Serpe will have some answers.  He will also have some insight as to what condition one of 
our most valuable Bay assets, the Lynnhaven oyster, is in.  If anyone has any thoughts regarding future guests, please let me know and I will see what I can do to arrange that. 
Why Should I Pay My Dues?
This is a great question.  Dues are in place to be the funds needed to operate a budget for Middle Plantation.  The funds generated pay for a wide range of services and representation.  We are still only asking for $40 a year, a sum which hasn’t been increased in years.  We have 436 homes in our subdivision and the budget this year is based on 400 homes participating.  Any math majors out there will know this is only 92% of residences and will raise about $16,000.00 to pay for these services.  Below is an outline of 
what you receive for this $40.  All new neighbors are encouraged to join and receive these benefits immediately (if you 
wait until Q2 ’09, you will not have a say in neighborhood matters in 2009…don’t put it off!).  The 2009 Dues Drive has kicked off (see page 1)!  Remember, the deadline is March 31.  Don’t wait!  Let’s get the 90%+ we need for the budget! 
^ Ability to vote on Issues Affecting Your Neighborhood

^ Hold Quarterly/Annual Meetings (chance to voice your opinion/feelings)

^ Annual Directory

^ Professional landscaping of Common Areas (4 entrances and corner of Harris Road)

^ Architectural Preservation (maintain Covenants)

^ Replace/maintain Entrance Signs

^ Provide Clubs/Activities to Families (holiday parades-3, annual party)

^ Represent Community in Dealings with the City of Va Beach (Harris Rd. improvements, Bike Paths,   Cell Towers, 
   Little Neck Rd. widening, etc)

^ Increased City Of Va Beach Police patrols

^ Quarterly Newsletters
I realize that not every one of our neighbors will see the benefit of these services.  I can’t make them pay their dues.  I also don’t expect these non-paying dues members to ask for any of these services (and they will, trust me), complain about their unruly neighbors or call me when they need police assistance for a break-in or a dog is barking.  Consequently, my Committees and I will allow dues payers to have full access to all services (free of charge) and be able to complain and speak their mind about anything
they feel needs to change (compliments are ALWAYS accepted and encouraged) at the Quarterly Meetings or via email.  Please 
pay your dues if you haven’t already!             
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	Welcome New Residents!
I would like to welcome several new residents who have joined the Middle Plantation Community in the last few months:

The Knox’s @ 3309 Glen Eden Quay

The Phillip’s @ 936 Upper Hastings

The Cooney’s @ 3316 St Catherine’s Way

Doug Burr & Eileen Ju @ 3392 Heron’s Gate

Please join me in welcoming our new neighbors!!!
**Block Captains**Please contact Jane Harrison at jane@modernenv.com to pass on the addresses of new neighbors.  This will ensure they receive the proper welcome and Directory and encourage them to join the MPCL.
                                               Attachments (6)
                                                                         Block Captains
Attached, you will find the 2009 Block Captains List. Block Captains, please let me know if there are any changes that 
I need to know about to keep this list updated.   If any resident has to report something that occurred in or around their property, please report it to the appropriate Block Captain for them to forward on to me.  If you ever feel threatened
or in danger, please dial 911 immediately.  Always be vigilant.  A special Thank You to all 2008 Block Captains
 for supporting your neighbors and being a valued resource to the Board.
                                           Citizens/Senior Police Academies (City of Va Beach Police Dept)
Here are 2 separate attachments for 1 day seminars that will allow citizens to participate and see what happens on a day-to-day basis within the Police Department.  Please review if you have an interest in law enforcement.
                                                                                          Youth Roster
Attached to this newsletter, you will find the most current youth roster.  There are many chores that these youths can perform 
and I am sure they can use the money.  Please consider using this local talent for the small chores around your house.  If you 
receive a paper newsletter, please contact Marty Nopper at mnopper1@cox.net for this information to be sent via email.

                                                             Fire & Life Safety Newsletters
Every month, the City of Va. Beach Fire Department puts out a safety newsletter.  I will try to send it every 3 months or more if the situation deems it necessary.  This month’s topic is about carbon monoxide dangers 

and smoke alarms.  Please take the time to review it and make sure ALL smoke alarms are in working order.
                                                                        BUDGET 2009
I have attached the budget instead of putting it on a page in the Newsletter.  I am not very good with this Word program……sorry.

Continued from page 6

                                                                 Miscellaneous
 Help Wanted
Electrician.  If you are a qualified/certified electrician and would like to help out the neighborhood, please contact Marty Nopper at mnopper1@cox.net or 288-1116.  Responsibilities would include the front sign out 

Front of the neighborhood only.
Volunteers Needed
We need help with the following events:

1.)  Easter Egg Hunt- 1-2 families needed to ‘donate’ their yard/yards for the event.  It is usually 2-3
  hours and the MPCL will bring all items necessary to make this a very special event for the kids.  

  There are age restrictions and we may have to get a head count prior to the event to properly 

  prepare.  Please contact Beth Ripa at 631-4898.

2.)  Adopt-A-Trail- I need 1-2 people to spearhead this new initiative.  It will require you to organize

  a cleaning crew’ twice a year to keep the neighborhood looking great and to keep in accordance with 
  the guidelines set forth by the Adopt-A-Trail organization.  Please contact Marty Nopper at 431-0265.

3.)  Shred-It Day- This is a new initiative that will be open to all Middle Plantation residents.  We 
  need help with organizing a site and making sure things run in smooth fashion.  It is only for 2+ 
  hours and we need 1-2 people.  Date is March 28 from 9-11 a.m.  Please contact Amy Greazel at 
  233-0068.

4.)  End of the Year Party- Need helpers to assist the Women’s Club with planning and execution 
   of our annual event, including setup and breakdown.  If you can help, please call Peggy Drews at 
   961-9050.
5.)  Webmaster- Unfortunately, our webmaster, Tom Turley, is moving.  If you are interested in 
    helping out with the website, please Contact Marty Nopper at 288-1116.
Need A Job?

The Census Bureau is currently hiring (age 18+) for several positions in our area.    They include Census Takers, Crew Leaders, Crew Leader Assistants, Recruiting Assistants, and Census Clerks.  The pay rates are between $9.75 to $14.50 an hour and there are full and part time positions available, up to 40 hours a week.  
To apply for a job, please call 1-866-861-2010 to schedule an appointment to take the employment test.  You 
can also call Michelle Hrudowsky (US Census Bureau Recruiting assistant) at 757-536-9633 or email her at 

michelle-0207@hotmail.com with any questions.
STOLEN – Men’s black bicycle from the Little Neck Swim & Racquet Club (Rick Jakobowski)

               --Women’s green Schwinn bicycle from Stapleford Chase (Sharon Welch)
                               *****MPCL and Marty Nopper are not responsible for any typos*****



	

	

	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	












   Calendar of                           


        Events


     


GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 


Place:  Kingston Elementary


Date:   Tuesday, February 10, 2009


Time:    7:00 pm


Any Middle Plantation resident in good standing (DUES PAYER) or new resident to the neighborhood may attend.


MPCL WOMENS CLUB 


Please remember to sign up for these various activities if you haven’t done so already:


Casual Dining, TGIF/Weekend Socials, Bunko, Roving Dinner, Book Club or Bridge Club.  


Annual dues are $25.





If you are new to the neighborhood and would like to join the Women’s club for these events and meet your neighbors, call Peggy Drews at 461-9050 for details.





Roving Dinner- February 7, 2009





Spring Event- March 2009 (location and date TBD)





TGIF- April (tentative date)


at the home of the Vittone’s





‘End of the Year’ Party- Coming in May!!!!  





Information on times and solid dates to follow…





       City of Virginia Beach Information


I have been sent a wonderful guide to all City of Virginia Beach services.  It is a superb resource and I encourage everyone to order one. If anyone needs assistance with these services, please dial 385-3111 from a cell phone or 311 from a landline.  They can also be reached at VBgov.com.  The name of this resource is Virginia Beach Citizen Services Guide.  Please order yours today to get all city department numbers.





                


   Lynnhaven River Garden Club Geranium Sale


The LRGC is having their Annual Geranium Sale on Saturday, April 25.  They will be selling patio geraniums in 


a variety of colors, beautiful hanging baskets, knockout 


roses and an assortment of annuals and perennials.


Where: Kings Grant Presbyterian Church


            745 Little Neck Road, VA Beach


Time:   8 a.m. start-?


***Please contact Amy Greazel at 289-8677 or 


      Jane Harrison at 631-4741 for pre-orders….





MPCL Officers


President……………Marty Nopper @ 431-0265


Vice President…….....Vacant


Secretary……………Jan Zalaskus @ 340-1455


Treasurer…………….Lewie Gayton @ 463-3678





Board of Directors


Bernie Deneke……………631-1536


Susan Smith………………271-5683


Steven Lonning…………....498-7389


Claudia Hudgens………….486-1977


Tom Turley……………….233-8518


Amy Greazel……………....233-0068





Committee Chairpersons


Architectural Review….Joe Wharton@496-5599


                                   joe-mparc@cox.net





Communication……Nikki Kelsick@631-9676


                                      nkelsick@aol.com                                                                                                                 





Beautification………Sharon Welch@306-1447


                                            � HYPERLINK "mailto:swelch18@cox.net" ��swelch18@cox.net�





Social…………………Beth Ripa@631-4898


                                  � HYPERLINK "mailto:beth.ripa@longandfoster.com" ��beth.ripa@longandfoster.com�





Welcome……………..Jane Harrison@631-4741


                           jane@modernenv.com 
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Our recent presidential election has caused emotions to run high through Middle Plantation as well as across the nation.  Some voters wished for a different right winger while others voted for the left to come back into fashion.  Regardless of your political beliefs, I believe we all feel it was time for a change (stick your own thoughts on this here…).  Anyway, one of the things that struck me was the campaign slogans for one of the candidates.  “Time For Change” is the one I am referring to.  This same slogan continued through the Inauguration.  Another catchy phrase I heard around Martin Luther King Day was, “don’t take a day off..make it a day on”.  I sat back and read several articles and viewed the TV stations as they showed Americans all over the US volunteering to mentor youths, lend a helping hand to seniors and those less privileged and pledge support to those that needed it.  We even had some Middle Plantation residents get written up in the Beacon.  Then it hit me.  How come they can get people to help others they don’t even know and give up a holiday yet I head up a neighborhood of 436 homeowners (roughly 700-800 adults) and can’t get but 15 people to help out with Committees and projects in our own neighborhood?  I ask in every newsletter and email sent out for volunteers for ongoing projects in the neighborhood and most residents scatter like mice with a cat around.  Do you realize this is only about a 2% participation rate?  For the good of our own neighborhood?  Pretty pathetic, huh?  Let me guess some of your responses before they come out of your mouths: “I’m busy”, “I travel”, “I have kids”, “My wife works, too”.  Guess what?  Every one of these applies to me and at least half of the people who currently serve your neighborhood in one form or another.  Have I struck a nerve yet?  I hope so because the rate of volunteerism has steadily declined over the last 5 years.  The MPCL needs your support!  Do you realize that in 5 months there will not be a President OR Vice President of the MPCL?  I know I sound like a broken record but that is my job as President (it’s not a paid position, either).  All I am asking is to donate some time when you see that we need volunteers for a project (planting of bulbs, help with neighborhood parades at


                                                                                                         holidays, etc.).  Most activities are 1-2 hours.  The Block


                                                                                                        Captains will be getting extra work this year as well because I 


                                                                                                        can’t make these same volunteers doeverything.  We  have to 


                                                                                                        share the load.  Who knows, you may even  feel good about it. 


                                                                                                         your time and effort.  I know I do.





                                        


                                        Marty Nopper, President


 


Dues Drive 2009:  Get Your Dues In!


Last week, Dues Drive 2009 letters and proxies went out (thanks Nikki Kelsick!).  Please be sure to send them in as soon as possible with your updated information and check for $40!  A proxy gives the Board of Directors the right to vote on your behalf if you are not present and the update form is for info to be published in the Directory.  Dues money goes toward the many things you receive to keep Middle Plantation looking like a great place to live (see page 5 for details).  Also, make sure you update your email address as this is the only way to receive the newsletter and important information on security, announcements, etc.  Either mail your payment to Nikki Kelsick, 936 Royal Oak Close or stick it in the metal mailbox on her porch.        


                         Deadline is March 31!





                 


        Around the Block…





                      TOP 3 ISSUES    


         


1.  Vandalism/Crime


Unfortunately, I have not gotten a Crime Report from the City of Va. Beach in quite a few months. 


Fortunately, I have a dozen or so female residents who keep me tuned in to the happenings around the Little Neck area.  Several recent incidents have made me just shake my head as I have been preaching the same message since I took office almost 2 years ago.


“PLEASE LOCK YOUR CAR DOORS!”  I realize we shouldn’t have to worry about vandalism in our neighborhood but we do.  Every neighborhood in America has this problem.  The police seem to think a local kid may be responsible for this.  Most incidents occurred between the hours of 12-4 a.m.  I would ask that you:


Lock your car doors and put all windows/convertible tops up.


Take all valuables (phones, cameras, Ipods) out of you car every night.


Install motion detector lights next to the house/garage to discourage thieves.


Report suspicious behavior in the neighborhood.


Do not touch anything and call the police to come out, take a report and dust for fingerprints.





In addition, we all need to be aware of what is going on in the Little Neck corridor.  We live in an affluent area and that makes it a target for those seeking a quick buck.  If you are concerned for your safety, you may want to have your spouse meet you when you get home, call ahead to let them know you are almost home or go to a neighbors house.  BE AWARE of your 





surroundings at all times.  Do not hesitate to call 911 if you ever feel threatened.  Thanks for all the emails-keep them coming.





2. Burned Out Street Lights


I an putting this info in again.  I have received some phone calls and emails alerting me that the street lights in their part of the neighborhood are out or not working properly.  I would ask the Block Captains (and residents, too) to take note of the pole number and call  Dominion Virginia Power at 888-667-3000 and report the outage.


3.  Yard/ Street Clutter 


      I have had several requests lately to make 


      neighbors mindful of leaving sports equipment


      (including skateboards, soccer goals and 


       basketball goals) out in the street and/or yards 


       all year long.  Some are even in disarray and this 


        negatively impacts the look of our neighbor-


        hood.  When you are done with something, 


        please put it away (do I sound like mom yet?). 


       We are not the fun police but not everyone 


       enjoys your nick-nacks.  Please be a thoughtful 


       neighbor and look after your belongings.





                    


                  Spring Bulb Planting


Recently, Beth Ripa and I attended a meeting regarding the usage of funds from the cell tower allotments for the Little Neck corridor.  We applied for a grant and were awarded up to $500 to plant daffodil bulbs along the wooded area on Little Neck Road between Little Haven and Harris Roads.  In all 450 daffodil bulbs were planted and should be coming up this spring and every one thereafter.  The idea is to have all of Little Neck Road lined with daffodils to make a pretty early spring presentation.  I want to thank Bill Hudgens and Stuart Clarke for their volunteerism and ideas.





               


                   The New Website Is Here!!!     


Yes, it’s true!  We have finally put together the new, Middle Plantation website that allows web surfers a much more user friendly site that is chalk full of information.  Prospective homeowners, realtors and residents of the neighborhood should visit this site to get a taste of what living in Middle Plantation is all about.  You can get there by typing in www.middleplantation.org.  Check it out.  If you think of any extra information that you would like to see on the website, please contact Tom Turley (� HYPERLINK "mailto:tomturley@aol.com" ��tomturley@aol.com�).  You may also want to thank him as he was the brains behind this becoming a reality.  Thanks Tom!





                                 Adopt a Trail 


How many people have seen the Adopt-A-Trail signs on the side of the road and wondered how they were sponsored?  Alright, no hands…but this is something that we are looking into as we speak. I have filled out the paperwork for this new initiative and am sending it in soon.  I need help, though, as we need to have a sponsor that is willing to clean the area from Little Haven down Little Neck, up Harris to Kline.  This is a little over the requirement (mileage wise) but encompasses all of Middle Plantation.  Guidelines state that we must have 2 ‘clean up’ days every year and it will be monitored.  We will get a sign stating that the MPCL has sponsored this area and has dedicated themselve’s to keeping our area free from debris.  It shouldn’t be too hard as we have a full time landscaper.  Please contact Nikki Kelsick to find out more information on how to volunteer for this leader position.





               ‘Shred-It’ Coming To Middle Plantation


Shred-It, the document-shredding service company, is coming to our neighborhood March 21 from 9-11 a.m.  We will set up in a cul-de-sac to be named later, on that morning.  Please bring all the documents, paperwork, etc that you don’t want anyone else to see and have it shredded on the spot.  It is a great idea that you protect your identity.  Consider shredding items such as medical documents, tax information, bank statements and business literature.  The service will cost $5 per person and you may shred as much as you want.  This service will be available to Middle Plantation residents only.  Plan on attending.  For more information, contact Amy Greazel at 233-0068.
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